
September 11, 2018 

Dear Parents, 

It’s with great pleasure that I join the team at Montessori Academy at Spring Valley as the 
French teacher. I look forward to sharing my love of French language and culture with your 
students as we learn vocabulary, grammar, and conversation skills. We’ll explore French 
and francophone art, culture, and history through cooking, games, plays, poems, and 
songs. 

As the year progresses, I’ll be in touch to make you aware of special opportunities to 
support and expand your students’ exposure to French, and how your family can share 
experiences with them (even if you aren’t a French speaker yourself!).  

If you would like to begin learning French with your child or would like to know about ways 
to introduce more French at home, here are a few easy ways to get started: 

• Listen: listening to French often will help your student’s ear develop to hearing the 
rhythms and sounds of the language— even if they can’t yet understand every word.  

• All of the major streaming services offer French dubbed or subtitled children’s 
programming. Caillou is a great option, as that is a French-Canadian original. 
Peppa Pig also has a French youtube channel Peppa Pig Français Chaine 
Officielle which has very simple, repetitive dialogue. 

• There are also many videos online, podcasts, and French music available 
everywhere. One word you may wish to be familiar with when searching for 
young children’s music is “comptines” which will help you find many of the 
classic French nursery rhyme songs. Travel podcasts about France and 
francophone countries are often in English or a combination of languages, and 
are great for family listening… Coffee Break French and Join Us in France are 
worth giving a try. 

• Read: reading French will help your students build their vocabulary and 
comprehension. There are number of ways to resource children’s books in French. 

• The Alliance Française de Seattle has a library available to members. 
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• Les Petits Livres is a French children’s book subscription service. 

• You can purchase books if you are so inclined through amazon.fr in hard copy 
or for your e-reader. For young and beginning readers, I recommend the 
Tchoupi, Petit Ours Brun, or Léo et Popi book series as they are very short, 
simple, and focus on daily life activities. 

• Explore: Our area is filled with a vibrant French-speaking community with many 
opportunities to meet and celebrate French language and culture. I may share some 
of these with our school families during the year that are particularly family friendly, 
but some organizations or people you may wish to follow are: 

• The Alliance Française de Seattle 

• The Seattle-Nantes Sister City Association 

• French Girl in Seattle 

• French Education Northwest 

• Find a French restaurant near you for special occasions or look up French 
recipes online 

If you have any questions about what your students will be learning in the classroom or 
any of the information above, please don’t hesitate to contact me.  

  

Sincerely yours, 

Madame Cooper 

meganc@springvalley.org 
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